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National Academy’s Annual Exhibition Offers Recent Works 

By Newly Elected and Current Academy Artist Members 

     (New York, March 03, 2009) ― The National Academy Museum is pleased to announce the forthcoming 184th Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Art, on view April 16 – June 10, 2009.  An honorary organization of more than 300 distinguished artist members from across the United States, the National Academy continues to implement its mission to foster the appreciation of American art through its yearly exhibitions.

     Since 2002 the Academy has celebrated the work of its artist members with a biannual exhibition.  This year, 190 National Academicians, including some of the leading artists working today, have submitted recent examples of their work, offering viewers the opportunity to become familiar with a dynamic range of styles from hyper-realism to abstraction in painting, sculpture, prints, and mixed media.  The exhibition underscores both the venerable lineage of the oldest artist-run institution in America and the exciting recent evolution of its membership, with the inclusion of such artists as Tom Nozkowski, Pat Steir, John Moore, Mark Greenwold, Dorothea Rockburne, Stephen Antonakos, Richard Hunt, Betty Woodman, as well as MacArthur Foundation Award recipients Joan Snyder, Whitfield Lovell, and Claire Van Vliet.

     Nozkowski, Snyder, and Steir attest to the vitality and continuing relevance of abstraction in works such as Nozkowski’s Untitled (P-11), Snyder’s Still Life, and Steir’s Vibrating Blue and Red Waterfall. In contrast, Philip Pearlstein’s Model with Chrome Chair, Kiddie Car, Kimono and Bambino and John Moore’s Incomplete Plan illustrate the persistence and range of realism and hyper-realism in their figurative and landscape compositions.
     Artists who continue to defy categorization and explore new directions in their work include Dorothea Rockburne and Stephen Antonakos.  Rockburne’s interest in cosmic and mathematical constructs is exemplified in Angular Momentum, which is rooted in Pascal’s use of projective geometries to trace celestial bodies in space.  Antonakos mines the subtleties of color and light on a purely formal level by combining painting with sculpture and neon light in his minimalist construction Oath, a work of meditative ethereality.
     Whitfield Lovell confronts social issues of the historical past and engages with issues of race that remain resonant today in At Home and Abroad, in which Conté crayon drawings of African-American soldiers from World War One are paired with found domestic objects.  Photorealist Robert Cottingham uses everyday objects in a much different way in his still life, Component IX, part of a series in which he explores the abstract qualities of individual machine parts.
     Sculpture in the exhibition ranges from the figurative to the nonrepresentational.  Combining the Japanese tradition of wood carving with rich polychrome, Nick Edmonds creates a nearly-abstract landscape in Mountain Near Santa Fe, NM.  Richard Hunt’s interest in the fluid properties of cast metal is employed in the artist’s organic abstraction, Title Pending, which stands in stark opposition to Rhoda Sherbell’s realistic public commission, Baby.  Recently elected academician, ceramicist Betty Woodman, continues to celebrate decoration in her triptych Roman Windows.
     The 184th Annual offers a broad overview of art being made today and includes works by many other artist members including Gregory Amenoff, Emma Amos, William Bailey, Will Barnet, Robert Berlind, Jake Berthot, Charles Cajori, Nicolas Carone, Arthur Cohen, Jack Coughlin, Peter Cox, William Crovello, Harvey Dinnerstein, Lois Dodd, David Driskell, John Dubrow, Melvin Edwards, Lin Emery, Janet Fish, Mary Frank, Jane Freilicher, Sonia Gechtoff, Leon Goldin, Philip Grausman, Mark Greenwold, Richard Haas, Serge Hollerbach, Yvonne Jacquette, Penelope Jencks, Paul Jenkins, Wolf Kahn, David Kapp, Joyce Kozloff, Robert Kushner, Ellen Lanyon, Pat Lasch, Vincent Longo, Knox Martin, Frances Myers, George Ortman, Pat Passlof, Philip Pearlstein, Paul Resika, Susan Shatter, Lorraine Shemesh, Michelle Stuart, and Joseph Zirker, among others.

     The National Academy Museum continues to remain a center for the study, enjoyment, and preservation of America's cultural heritage and the Annual Exhibition is one of the manifestations of its enduring relevance in the contemporary art world of today.

     A full-color catalogue by the Director of Artists Membership, Nancy Malloy, accompanies the exhibition and includes a note from the Academy’s President, Susan Shatter, PNA.
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*
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Public Program

An Artists’ Life
Wednesday, May 13, 6:45 pm

Presented for in its’ second season, this popular panel series, An Artist’s Life is offered in consort with the National Academy’s 184th Annual Exhibition of Contemporary American Art.  Moderated by a prominent art world figure (TBD), participating artist panelist, whose works are represented in the current Annual exhibition, discuss their work and their lives.  Panelists: Gregory Amenoff, Emma Amos, Wolf Kahn and Pat Steir.
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The National Academy was founded in 1825, and is currently an honorary association of professional artists, a museum, and a school of fine arts.  The Academy has an outstanding collection of American art, and its holdings represent all of the major and minor movements from the 19th-century to the present.  The Academy’s Museum presents changing exhibitions of paintings, sculpture, prints, drawings, and architecture.  Fashioned after the great European academies of art, the Academy’s School of Fine Arts offers classes in painting, sculpture, and printmaking for students of all ages and levels of experience.

Web site: www.nationalacademy.org                            Where: 1083 Fifth Avenue at 89th Street
When: Wed. & Thur.12 - 5pm; Fri., Sat. & Sun. 11am - 6pm, Mon. & Tues - closed

Admission: $10 adults, $5 for seniors & students, free for children under-12.
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