FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Contemporary Architectural Drawings

February 7 – April 20

NEW YORK, JANUARY 1, 2008 – The National Academy Museum exhibits the drawings and renderings of recent, forthcoming, and visionary projects of eleven contemporary American architects.  Architects such as Bruce Fowle, Richard Gluckman, Charles Gwathmey, Hugh Hardy, Richard Meier, Cesar Pelli, James Stewart Polshek, Kevin Roche, Laurinda Hope Spear, Bartholomew Voorsanger, and Samuel G. White will demonstrate the variety of media with which they work, including film and photography, computer-generated renderings, and more traditional methods of drawing with pencil and pen on paper.  Visitors will be able to compare and contrast the works of these contemporary architects as a counterpoint to the nineteenth-century works on view concurrently in the Academy’s Richard Morris Hunt (1827–1895) exhibition, Ports of Entry.

Forthcoming projects in the exhibition include the highly anticipated Contemporary Art Museum of the Presidio, San Francisco, by Richard Gluckman, scheduled to open in the next few years.  James Stewart Polshek is represented by computer generated images of two future buildings, the National Museum of Jewish History in Philadelphia (opening 2010) and the nearly-completed Newseum/Freedom Forum World Headquarters, Washington, D.C. 
(opening 2008).  Cesar Pelli’s working method includes both drawing and use of computer-
generated images.  Included will be Pelli’s rendering of an elevation of the planned Transbay
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Tower, San Francisco, and a three-dimensional cross-section of the Transbay Park and Transit Center, illustrating the design’s environmental sustainability.  Environmental concerns were also at the heart of Laurinda Hope Spear’s Hudson Square, a conceptual design not intended to be realized that proposed to reclaim the waterfront of the Hudson River.  Recently completed buildings include Kevin Roche’s sketch, computer-generated rendering, and photograph of the Executive Building, Cuidado Grupo, Madrid, Spain, showing the process from rough idea to finished work. Richard Meier will be represented by drawings of his acclaimed Getty Center, Los Angeles (completed 1997), illustrating the initial conception and working process.

Hunt executed his renderings in graphite, ink, and watercolor; today’s architects, however, have many more creative tools at their disposal.  By using a variety of mediums these architects have expanded the ways in which they are able to realize their ideas and plans.
# # #
The National Academy Museum & School of Fine Arts is an honorary association of professional American artists with a museum and an art school, modeled on London’s Royal Academy.  The institution was founded in 1825 to promote painting, sculpture, drawing, printmaking and architecture in the United States.  The Academy’s Museum organizes traveling shows accompanied by scholarly catalogues, hosts exhibitions from other museums and this year offers its 183rd Annual Exhibition of Contemporary Art.  The Academy’s School features classes and master workshops in all styles and media.  Public programs including lectures, symposia, panel discussions, and events for seniors and families are offered to the public.
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