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New York, JANUARY 4, 2008 — Richard Morris Hunt’s architectural genius radiates from the chambers of The Breakers in Newport, R.I., the Biltmore Estate in Asheville, N.C., the great entrance wing to The Metropolitan Museum of Art, and the pedestal for the Statue of Liberty, among other notable structures.  Ports of Entry: Richard Morris Hunt’s Architectural Drawings from the École des Beaux-Arts and the Gates of Central Park consists of twenty-five architectural drawings that Hunt created between 1847 and 1863, all of which are on loan from the Print and Drawings Collection of The Octagon, American Architectural Foundation, Washington, D.C.

Contemporary Architectural Drawings presents a counterpoint exhibition to the meticulously detailed renderings of Richard Morris Hunt and highlights the work of ten preeminent contemporary architects: Bruce Fowle, Richard Gluckman, Hugh Hardy, Richard Meier, Cesar Pelli, James Stewart Polshek, Kevin Roche, Laurinda Hope Spear, Bartholomew Voorsanger, and Samuel G. White.
Richard Morris Hunt, often called the “dean of American architecture”, was the first American to study architecture at the École des Beaux-Arts in Paris.  Twelve elegantly fashioned drawings featured in this exhibition are unrealized designs that Hunt executed from 1847 to 1854 as a student in Europe and reveal the foundation of Hunt’s architectural style.  Hunt’s ambitious but unrealized plan for the National Academy of Design, created in 1861, is also included.  Additionally, twelve drawings created by Hunt in 1863 of his gateway designs for Central Park are examples of his grand vision.  
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The gateways failed to gain final approval in part because they were at odds with the conception of the park’s superintendent Frederick Law Olmsted and the architect Calvert Vaux, who desired that the visitor move directly and without fanfare from the street into Central Park.  These unique views of 19th century New York unveil Hunt’s brilliant conception and skillful draftsmanship.
In consort with the Hunt exhibition, Contemporary Architectural Drawings exposes the architect’s current creative methods which incorporate computer rendering, photography, and even film and video, expanding the conventional definition of architectural drawing.  This exhibition is comprised of designs for museums, commercial offices, residential buildings, and recreational spaces.  Included are completed projects such as the seminal Getty Center, Los Angeles, designed by Richard Meier and the Executive Building, Cuidad Grupo Santander, Madrid, Spain, designed by Kevin Roche.  Contemporary Architectural Drawings offers anticipated forthcoming projects such as Richard Gluckman’s Contemporary Art Museum of the Presidio, San Francisco and Cesar Pelli’s Transbay Tower, Transit Center, and Park, San Francisco.  The “visionary project” has long been a part of the architect’s process and is represented by Laurinda Hope Spear’s Hudson Square Park, New York, an aerial view for an eco-friendly area on the Hudson River in lower Manhattan.  The projects featured in this exhibition illustrate that current architectural practices have forced us to rethink exactly what constitutes contemporary architectural drawing. 
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The National Academy was founded in 1825, and is currently an honorary association of professional artists, a museum, and a school of fine arts.  The Academy has an outstanding collection of American Art, and its holding represents all of the major and minor movements from the 19th century to the present.  The Academy Museum presents changing exhibitions of paintings, sculpture, prints, drawings, and architecture.  Fashioned after the great European academies of art, The School of Fine Arts offers classes in painting, sculpture, and printmaking for students of all ages and levels of experience.
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